A   DREAM   REALIZED

telligent letter, and to think clearly, and little emphasis was laid on
ammar and literary niceties. Tribesmen anyway bother little about such
rt of things and most of them can neither read nor write. They were
be taught history and geography with most of the emphasis on that of
eir own country; as they got further away from it the subjects became
etchier. Nature study, agriculture and hygiene came into the syllabus
id it canine seen how with, for example, the life of the mosquito, various
bjects overlapped. I preferred for instance that reading and the writing
: essays should deal with practical matters wherever possible, and in arith-
.etic problems of how to fill a bath with the plug open were barred*
L the last years such subjects as citizenship and the art of government were
> be taught in elementary fashion.

Sitting on the hill-top, I laid out in my mind's eye the mosque, the
irdens (the soil would have to be brought from afar and watered by
raste water, as water was far too precious in Aden to be poured
sw over a garden), the football ground, the swimming-pool and so on.
he ruins below and around me transformed themselves into a tailor's
lop, washing places, kitchens, store rooms and the like. By dint of perilous
ymnastics I had climbed to the top storey of the main building and,
alanced on girders from which the floor had been ripped, estimated the
ccommodation available as enough for thirty-six boys. I had seen the
eds in place each with a slumbering form on it, and below desks made to
icasure with heads bent over them. In the dining-hall messes of six boys
ach with a master to teach them "table" or floor manners sat round white
loths spread on the ground, while the portrait of His Majesty, whose
ikeness was unknown to them, gazed down on them from the end wall,
pictured their uniform clothes for every occasion, khaki shirts, "futas"
tot shorts, and turbans for everyday use, vests and shorts for games, and
;reen and purple kilts, turbans and Scotch jackets with embroidered
nonograms for walking out on Fridays.

When the whole picture was complete down to what they would have
o eat on every day of the week, I wrote out my report and sent it in.

In due course it came back approved and work then started. That
was in October of 1934 and the school was to open on the ist April, 1936 .
[somehow many of my ventures start on that day!). I had to get staft
ind for the teachers went back to Zanzibar where I could at any rate be sure
of getting decent rural-minded lads. Later a headmaster earner from, the"
Sudan, one who had the vision to grasp the idea behind the school, and tfeea
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